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House Action on Equal Rights Amendment Begins 


Now Before Sub-Committee of House Judiciary. Early 
Vote on H. J. Res. 68 Asked by National Woman's Party. 


MMEDIATELY following the passage, January 25, 

1950, of the Equal Rights Amendment by the United 
States Senate (with the attached Hayden rider), Rep- 
resentative Katherine St. George, Chief Sponsor of the 
Amendment in the House, wrote to the Chairman of 
the House Judiciary Committee, Representative Eman- 
uel Celler, asking action on the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment which she had introduced over a year ago in the 
House of Representatives, as H. J. Res. 68. 

This Amendment, she pointed out, had been in the 
hands of the Judiciary Chairman, Mr. Celler, for over 
a year but never had been released by him to a sub- 
committee or brought before his committee in any way. 
Mrs. St. George said in her letter that if the Equal 
Rights Amendment (H. J. Res. 68) were not sent to a 
sub-committee within a month, she would present a 
Discharge Petition to the House of Representatives 
asking for the discharge of the Judiciary Committee 
from further consideration of the measure. 

On March 6, 1950, Representative St. George laid a 
Discharge Petition on the Speaker’s desk, in accordance 
with her letter to Representative Celler, no action hav- 
ing been taken by Mr. Celler up to that time with 
regard to the Equal Rights Amendment. 

At the time of placing the Discharge Petition on the 
Speaker’s desk, Representative St. George delivered a 
stirring and persuasive speech to the House in support 
of the Petition. (Quoted in this issue.) Representa- 
tive Barratt O’Hara of Illinois (Democrat) followed 
with a brief supporting speech. Over fifty signatures 
were appended in a few days, and signatures by other 
Representatives have been added almost daily. 

Two hundred eighteen signatures are required for 
the discharge of a Committee from further considera- 
tion of any measure. When the 218th signature is 
affixed to a Discharge Petition, the measure concerned 
comes to a vote on the floor of the House. 
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The filing of the Discharge Petition resulted in al- 
most immediate action by Represen | 
March 8, 1950, Mr. Celler sent the Equal Rights 
Amendment (H. J. Res. 68) to Judiciary sub-commit- 
tee number 3. At the same time, he sent to the same 
sub-committee, the Senate draft of. the Equal Rights 
Amendment with the contradictory Hayden rider at- 
tached (S. J. Res. 25), and a number of so-called Bio- 
logical Status Bills (numbers 2670, 2396, 2754, 2693, 
2840) which seek to establish a policy with regard to 
the status of women based on biological differences be- 
tween men and women, and which provide for a Gov- 
ernmental Commission to study the subject. 

Judiciary sub-committee number 3, to which after 

more than a year’s delay, the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment has now been sent, consists of Representatives 
William T. Byrne, New York, Chairman; Thomas J. 
Lane, Massachusetts; Winfield K. Denton, Indiana; 
James B. Frazier, Tennessee, Democrats; John Jen- 
nings Jr., Tennessee; and Kenneth B. Keating, New 
York, Republicans. 
All supporters of equal rights will want to write 
without delay to each member of the above sub-commit- 
tee asking an immediate favorable report on the Equal 
Rights Amendment, H. J. Res 68 and to make clear 
strong opposition against the Hayden rider which was 
attached to the Amendment in the Senate, without 
being referred to the Senate Judiciary Committee, and 
strong opposition to the Biological Status Bills (num- 
bers 358, previously submitted, and 2670, 2396, 2754, 
2693, 2840). 

Letters to the members of the House Judiciary 
Sub-Committee should be addressed to them, care 
House Office Building, Washington, D. C. It would be 
helpful if you would send a copy of each reply you 
receive to Representative St. George, House Office 
Building, Washington, D. C. 
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Democratic Women Call for Amendment In Original Form 


The Women’s National Democratic Club, Inc., of 
New York, held their regular meeting on February 15, 
1950, and on this the birthday of Susan B. Anthony, 
they invited as their guest speaker, Anita Pollitzer, 
Honorary Chairman of the National Woman’s Party. 
Presiding at the meeting was Mrs. Elizabeth Kehoe, 
President of the Club. Miss Pollitzer outlined the pres- 
ent congressional situation. At the close of the meet- 
ing there was a question period, and then the following 
resolution was offered, and unanimously adopted: 

“Whereas the Women’s National Democratic Club, Inc. is on 
record in favor of the Equal Rights Amendment in the form 


introduced in the 8Iist Congress by 32 Senatorial Sponsors and 
100 Congressional Sponsors, and 

“Whereas the Equal Rights Amendment was passed on Jan- 
uary 25th, 1950, by the United States Senate, but with a rider 
attached during the course of the debate, which is contrary to the 
spirit and text of the Amendment, and which we feel should be 


eliminated before the Amendment is added to the Constitution, 


and 

“Whereas the Equal Rights Amendment has been before 
the House Judiciary Committee for over a year and the Chair- 
man of this Committee has not yet referred the measure to a 
sub-committee, although passage of the Amendment would fulfill 
a pledge to women in the Democratic Platform, and | 

‘Whereas it may be necessary to launch a discharge petition 
to bring the Equal Rights Amendment before the House of 
Representatives. 
_ “Now, therefore, be it resolved that the Women’s National 
Democratic Club, Inc., urges upon all the duly accredited Mem- 
bers of the House of Representatives that they stand by the 
Equal Rights Amendment (House Joint Res. 68), as ortetnalty 
introduced in this session of Congress; that they do all possible 
to prevent any change which seeks to defeat or to cripple its 
intent or spirit, and that they sign a discharge petition for the 
—— Rights Amendment, if such petition be launched, and thus 
fulfill the pledge embodied in the Democratic Party Platform 

“Be it further resolved that copies of this resolution be sent 
to every Democratic member of the House of Representatives, 
from New York, in the 8lst Congress.” | 
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TEXT OF EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT 


“Equality of rights under the law shall not be denied or abridged by the 
United States or by any State on account of sex. 

“Congress and the several States shal] have power, within their respective 
jurisdictions to enforce this article by appropriate legislation. 

»Tnis amendment shall take effect one year after the date of ratification.” 


STATUS OF AMENDMENT 


: 

In Senate, Jan. 13, 1949, by Senator Guy M. Gillette (D), Iowa, with 
35 co-sponsors. 

House, Jan. 5, 1949, by Rep. Katharine St. George (R), N. X., 

with 120 co-sponsors. 

Referred to Judiciary Committee of both Houses, at time of introduction. 


: 

Favorably by Senate Judiciary Committee, March 14, 1949. 

n Sena 


Before Judiciary Committee. 


Dawn Breaks 


Slowly, perhaps, but surely the idea of equal rights 
permeates here and there over the country. 

Last month, the waitresses in New York were mak- 
ing a strenuous campaign against the law preventing 
night work for waitresses. 

Last week, the barmaids rose in wrath because the 
unions were trying to put them out of their jobs to 
make way for men. | 

This week Senator Neely of West Virginia, Chair- 
man of the Senate District of Columbia Committee, 
introduced a bill to amend the District Minimum Wage 
law to cover adult men. The law now applies to women 
and minors. Senator Neely said his amendment was 
intended to protect the jobs of women and minors by 
removing the incentive to replace them with men not 
now covered by the law. Thus reason dawns. Many 
years ago Woodrow Wilson said, “The light shines on 
the path ahead, we can see no other.” 

May we hope that the dawning light of reason will 
make clear the path of equality when the Equal Rights 
Amendment comes before the House! 


... THAT if you lived in the state of Ohio, and had 
learned to run any type of moving picture projector 
you could never get a license to do that kind of work? 
Under the present law the interpretation of the word 
“man” in the licensing statute is construed to mean 
„man equals male sex.” This successfully bars wo 
en regardless of their qualifications. | 


... THAT if you are a woman proof-reader you are 
“protected” against night work? (In passing, you 
should be reminded that scrubwomen in the huge, de- 
serted offices of your great cities are never “protected” 
against the exercise of their functions at night.) Un- 
der this benevolent protection, you would at the same 
time be “protected” from the large overtime pay that 
goes with the work of night proof-readers. 


... THAT if you are a woman and a resident of the 
District of Columbia, it would be wise not to marry a 
non-resident, especially if you should find yourself in 
need of the services of some facility like the local tuber- 
culosis sanitorium. For a District woman finds that in 
marrying a non-resident, that is a man who has lived 
here less than a year, she forfeits her rights to the use 
of the institutions here. If she becomes ill with tuber- 
culosis, for instance, she must be sent to the state of 
which her husband is a resident until he completes his 
year here. Then she can come back to her home to be 
cared for. Remember the residents of the District of 
Columbia have no vote. Only the passage of the Equal 
Rights Amendment will relieve this anachronism of 
citizenship. 


... THAT AN OLD GHOST WALKS AGAIN 


When on January 19, of this year H.R. 6871 was 
introduced in the House of Representatives, no really 
new entity was created thereby, but an old ghost stir- 
red in its cerements and prepared to stalk its grisly 
way again. 

The bill provides in brief that if married persons 
are in the service of the United States or of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia and earn jointly in excess of $7,500 
or one of such persons receives in excess of $5,000 one 


of them must resign not later than thirty days after 


this proposed bill becomes law — if it does. This also 
applies to elected officers and to persons appointed by 
the President of the United States. 


_ Of course, past experience has taught women what 
this would mean. There is nothing in the words of the 
bill that would force the woman in the case to resign, 
but it would not take three guesses to find out who 
would do the resigning. So it may be well to keep H.R. 
6871 in the forefront of your attention, and to do your 
bit to see that it does not become the law of the land. 


Along this same line, it might be well to remind all 
of our readers that times like these, after a war, when 
man-power is no longer scarce, when the pinch of un- 
employment is just beginning to be felt, afford just 
the opportunity for all those who have stood against 
the further freedom of women from discrimination to 
increase their opposition. It demands the utmost in 
vigilance on the part of all friends of equal rights, as 
well as a willingness to oppose any and all moves to 
wipe out progress already made. Ghosts can be pretty 
frightening things. Let’s keep them quiet. 


This column will welcome “Do You Know...” 
items on inequalities in your State laws. For 
the next issue, send them in by May 20. 


— 
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Honorable Katharine St. George Launches 
Discharge Petition 


Chief Sponsor of the Equal Rights Amendment (H. J. Res. 68) Speaks on Floor of House of 
Representatives, March 6, 1950 (and extension of remarks). 


M® SPEAKER, I have placed on the desk Discharge 
Petition 26 which I hope 218 Members will sign. 

This petition would discharge the Committee on the 
Judiciary from any further consideration of House 
Joint Resolution 68, a joint resolution proposing an 
amendment to the Constitution of the United States 
relative to equal rights for men and women. 

I am satisfied that as this amendment to the Consti- 


tution is simply one more step along the slow but 


inevitable road of human progress it will eventually be- 
come a part of our law. 

Mr. Speaker, you are going to hear exactly the 
same arguments against this amendment as were 
heard 25 years ago against woman suffrage. The same 
privileged groups are saying the same things and to 
hear them you would think the world would come to 
an end as far as any courtesy or fairness to woman 
is concerned. 

One distinguished Member of the other body has 
even suggested that if the amendment is adopted rape 
will no longer be a crime, but will become the order 
of the day. Mr. Speaker, I think this distinguished 
gentleman has been carried away by his own enthusi- 
asm. I take a more moderate view. I think this amend- 
ment is simple and just and will not make crime right, 
nor, we hope, turn women into men. 

Every modern constitution and the UN give all per- 
sons equality regardless of race, creed, color, or sex, 
and if our Constitution had been written in the last 25 
years we undoubtedly would have had that same 
wording. 

As it seems impossible to get the amendment to the 
floor of the House save through a discharge petition, I 
have finally had to resort to this method. 

I earnestly entreat you all to help bring House Joint 
Resolution 68 to the floor for debate. It has been in 
both major platforms since 1944, was first in the Re- 

ublican platform in 1940 and was in the Republican, 

mocratic, and Progressive platforms in 1948. 

The same people who objected to woman suffrage 
have reappeared, even with that same old argument 
about the protections that women would lose when they 
got the vote. And above all, the lack of respect that 
they would receive at the hands of the chivalrous males, 
who when this argument came up then, as it comes up 
today, seem to be a strange mixture of Sir Galahad 
and Sir Walter Raleigh. 

Well, I get on perfectly well with the men of my 
family and acquaintance and I do not expect or want 
them to put me on a pedestal and tell me, as Galahad 
did, that my strength is like the strength of 10, be- 
cause my heart is pure.” I have always thought that a 
rather priggish remark and it also gives me a great 
feeling of inferiority that such a supremely noble crea- 
ture should look upon me with veneration because cir- 
cumstances over which I have no control make it pos- 
sible for me to be a mother while he is by a like set 
of uncontrollable fates precluded from being one. 

I am also not at all anxious for any gentleman of my 
acquaintance to ow his best coat down on the muddy 
ground because I have forgotten to wear my rubbers. 
I would also like to point out that the great Sir Walter 
only did this once, and there is no record that he ever 
did it for any woman but his Queen. 


This is the great trouble with this much-vaunted 
protective legislation; it applies,to a few women, not 
to the mass of women. 

When we are giving women full legal rights under 
the Constitution we are not taking anything away from 
them; we are simply making them first-class citizens. 

One very distinguished Senator made the startling 
statement that men and women are different. 
There is nothing shattering in this discovery; a lot 
4 us knew it already and are quite well pleased that 

is 80. | 

Old men are different from-young men, and we have 
legislation that protects them, if you will, but they still 
have equal rights under our Constitution. There is a 
difference between black men and white men, but they 
are still equal before the law under our Consttution. 
There is a difference between veterans and non-vet- 
erans, and veterans get plenty of legislation that is 
completely protective and highly preferential, but they 
still are equal with their fellowmen under the Con- 
stitution. | 

Under the United Nations, and in many countries 
where universal suffrage prevails, the words occur that 
there shall be complete equality under the law for all 
persons regardless of race, creed, color, or sex. This 
is notably true in Soviet Russia. There is no question 
that if the Constitution were being written today this 
wording—race, creed, color, or sex—would be included. 

Our Constitution was written long before woman’s 
suffrage. It also was written when slavery still flour- 
ished and was accepted as a part of our civilization. 

It is very interesting to note that the State of 
Georgia, before the Civil War, had some very fine pro- 
tective laws to ensure the proper care and treatment of 
slaves and I have heard of many persons at the time 
of the emancipation who told heart-rending, and no 
doubt perfectly true, stories about old and devoted 
slaves who did not want their freedom and begged to 
be kept in the families they loved and be protected as 
they were in the past. 

But the majority of the slaves did not feel that 
way and today those who wanted protection are well- 
nigh forgotten in the march of progress. This same 
thing will happen after the equal-rights amendment 
has been written into the Constitution. We will smile 
at the arguments for protection that the favored few 
who are protected, advance. We will laugh a little at 
the talk about the great biological difference and the 
weakness of women. Look at your insurance charts 
if you are worried about “the lass with the delicate 
air.” Count up the widows of your acquaintance and 
you will find that the female of the species is far dead- 
lier than the male, and also huskier. | | 

Granted, she has not the muscular strength, but we 
are not living in an age of muscle. No, even Galahad 
with his broad-sword and his strength like unto the 
strength of 10 could not do much against a woman hold- 
ing an atom bomb. 

All this amendment does is to state this very simple 
proposition : 

SECTION 1. Equality of rights under the law shall not be 
denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on 
account of sex. Congress and the several States shall have 


power, within their respective jurisdictions, to enforce this 


article by appropriats legplation. (Continued on page 12) 
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Hon. Katharine St. George 


(Continued from page 11) 


Sec. 2. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have 
been ratified as an amendment to the Constitution by the legis- 
latures of three-fourths of the several States. 

Sec. 3. This amendment shall take effect 1 year after the 
date of ratification. 

It is, a matter that is entirely outside and above 
party polities and it seems rather cynical not to say 
plain dishonest, that after all these professions of 
policy and planks in the platforms, nothing has been 
done until very recently about carrying out these 
solemn promises. 

I would like to quote from the speech of a woman 
attorney, Helen Elizabeth Brown, before the Lawyers 
Civic Association of Maryland, because she answers 
specifically the question that is always brought up by 
the opponents of the amendment: In what way are 
women, under the law, inferior to men? 

Men, aliens, and corporations are persons entitled to the equal 
protection of the laws in this country: American women are not. 

It is unconstitutional to try a Negro man with a jury from 
which Negro men have been excluded; it is not unconstitutional 
to try a woman, black or white, with a jury from which women 
have been excluded. 

It is unconstitutional to place restrictions on men’s liberty to 
contract; it is not unconstitutional to restrict women’s liberty 
of contract. 

It is constitutional to bar women from any lawful means of 
22 a living; such laws as to men are unconstitutional 
and void. 

Women may be subjected to labor restrictions; men may not. 

Women may be excluded from business and the professions; 
men may not. 

Women in business and the professions may be discriminated 
against; men may not. 

Women may be deprived of their property wthout due process 
of law; men may not. : . 

Now all the nonsense about seats in factories for 


women and maternity benefits are so much eye wash. 


There is no more reason why women should not have 
seats if they need them than the GI’s should not have 
special educational advantages that are not open to 
ordinary civilians. There is no reason why a woman 
should not have maternity benefits, any more than that 
a veteran should not have a bonus. She is doing just as 
much for her country as the soldier, and in both in- 
e they are each doing something the other could 
not do. 

If women have the right to vote they certainly have 
the right to be considered equal under the Constitution. 

The fight for suffrage was more intense and vehe- 
ment than this one, but this amendment will be written 
into the Constitution in time. It is the last step on the 
long road of freedom for women in the United States. 
We want equality, not protection. We want justice, 
not privilege. 

We are the descendants of the pioneers just as much 
as our men are and we want to stand beside them in 
the modern world as equals, ready to make our con- 
tribution to the development and prosperity of this 
good land which is our heritage. 
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ALVA BELMONT HOUSE 
| on Capitol Hill 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 
Friends of members of the National Women's 
Party have the privilege of staying at Head- 
quarters when in Washington. 


A Friend on Another Front 


During the debate on the Fair Employment Prac- 
tice Act in the House of Representatives on February 
22, the Honorable Dwight L. Rogers of Florida made 
a stirring plea for equal rights for women. Mr. Rogers 
said in part: 

4. . . I am proposing this amendment so the women of this 
country will have equal rights with men, should this measure 
become a law. The only thing my amendment does is to add the 
word ‘sex’ after the word ‘creed,’ so that it will read as follows: 

“That properly qualified persons shall not be discriminated 

inst by reason of race, creed, sex, or color. 

“That takes care of any discrimination against the women 
of this Nation. The bill without this amendment is the rankest 
kind of discrimination against the women citizens of our Nation. 
There can be no reason why the feminine segment of our pop- 
ulation should not be included if such a law should be passed, 
so I pro by this amendment to place women on an equality 
and on the same level with men in the employment field. 

“Here we are supp to be passing a Fair Employment 
Practice Act without any discrimination, and you discriminate 
against the women of this Nation. I might state to those Mem- 
bers of the House who are supporting this bill purely for politi- 
cal purposes, that in failing to take the rights of the women into 
consideration, you are overlooking the fact that the women of 
this Nation constitute a majority of the voters. In the general 
of 51 r of the votes and in 

ey cas r cent and possibly a larger percentage than 
this in 1948. So I am sure that with this information you can 
strain your conscience and support this amendment... 

. . There is now pending what is known as an equal-rights 
amendment giving equality of treatment.to the feminine sex — 
and it is high time that they be given such consideration. I 
might state that nowhere in the Constitution of the United States 
does the feminine gender appear. The nearest approach is when 
the franchise was granted to the women and even there the 
amendment read that no one shall be deprived of the right to 
vote because of sex. I believe we ought to take care of the wom- 
en in this bill and I trust my amendment will be adopted.” 


Thanks to Mr. Rogers, this amendment was ac- 
cepted. The FEPC bill now forbids discrimination 


* THESE days of his- 
tory making, have the 
history of the past be- 
fore you. The CHART 
OF CIVILIZATION shows 
this in comprehensive 
form. 
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The chart is history vis- 
| valized in interesting and 
| decorative form. To the 
left are three miniature 
cross sections. At a 
glance from 3500 B.C. 
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Important National Committeewomen of Both 
Parties Back Equal Rights Amendment 


ANY National Committeewomen of both parties 

have expressed their wholehearted support for 
the Equal Rights Amendment, as introduced in the 
Senate and House, and have vigorously urged its pas- 
sage. Since the Senate vote on the Amendment, they 
have protested to members of Congress, the contradic- 
tory Hayden rider, which was added to the Amendment 
during the Senate debate, without being submitted to 
the Judiciary Committee, and also the “Biological 
Status Bills” which seek to perpetuate inequality. 


LETTER FROM DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEEWOMEN 


The letter from Democratic National Committee- 
women who served on the Platform Committee of the 
1948 Democratic National Convention or were active 
there in behalf of the Amendment plank in the Plat- 
form, has been sent to Democratic Congressmen. 


From this letter, signed by Emma Guffey Miller, 
Democratic National Committeewoman of Pennsyl- 
vania, Margaret M. O’Riordan, Democratic National 
Committeewoman of Massachusetts, and Florence M. 
Lynch, Democratic National Committeewoman of 
Iowa, we quote in part: 


“As Democratic National Committeewomen, we ap- 
peal to you to help carry out the pledge made to Amer- 
ican women in the Democratic Platforms of 1944 and 
1948, by giving your active support to the Equal Rights 
Amendment (H. J. Res. 68). This Amendment would 
complete the Woman Suffrage Amendment by remov- 
ing all remaining legal discriminations against women. 


“In 1944, the Platform Committee of the Democratic 
Convention voted two to one in favor of a plank en- 
dorsing the Equal Rights Amendment, and the Con- 
vention agreed. In 1948, at the Democratic Conven- 
tion there was not a dissenting vote in the Platform 
Committee nor in the Convention itself. The Amend- 
ment meant what it said and was understood by 
everyone. 


“The Equal Rights Amendment was passed by a 
two thirds vote by the Senate on January 25, but just 
prior to the vote, during the debate, a rider was intro- 
duced, which never had been referred to a committee, 
and was passed amidst confusion and misunderstand- 
ing. 

“We wish particularly to warn you against the rider, 
which bearing the name of its sponsor is called the 
Hayden rider. It reads: 


e provisions of this article shall not be con- 
strued to impair any rights, benefits, or exemptions 
now or hereafter conferred by law upon persons of 
the female sex.’ 


“Even a glance will show how contrary this rider is 
to the purpose and intent of the Amendment. We 
cannot protest too strongly against the rider. 


“We respectfully ask you to work and vote for the 
Rights Amendment (H. J. Res. 68), and to oppose any 
change in its wording unless such changes are accepted 
by the Chief Sponsor of the Amendment, Representa- 
tive St. George, who is in touch with the more than 
thirty national women’s groups which have endorsed 
the Equal Rights Amendment. 


“We also ask you to oppose the “Biological Status“ 
Bills, which if passed would sanction and permit laws 
impairing the economic freedom of women. 


LETTER FROM REPUBLICAN COMMITTEEWOMEN 


At a meeting of Republican National Committee- 
women held at the Mayflower Hotel, Washington, D. C., 
on February 7, 1950, a stirring declaration in behalf of 
the Equal Rights Amendment was passed unanimously. 
The Resolution was moved by Mrs. Horace Sayre, Vice 
Chairman of the National Republican Committee, and 
Member of the National Republican Committee from 
Oklahoma. It was adopted unanimously by those 
present, and, with the signatures of Mrs. Sayre, Mrs. 
Gilford Mayes, Assistant Chairman, and Republican 
National Committeewomen of Idaho; Mrs. F. Peavey 
Heffelfinger, National Committeewoman of Minnesota; 
Mrs. Neal Tourtellotte, National Committeewoman of 
Washington; Mrs. Stanley D. Pace, National Commit- 
teewoman of Kentucky; Mrs. Jane F. Warnock, Na- 
tional Committeewoman of South Dakota; Mrs. Marjo- 
rie Benedict, National Committeewoman of California; 
Mrs. Edna Basten Donald, National Committeewoman 
of Nebraska and Mrs. Marie Brown Coffin, National 
Committeewoman of the District of Columbia, was 
sent to Republican Congressmen. The declaration read : 


An issue of supreme importance to the women of 
this country is their complete emancipation through 
the Equal Rights Amendment now pending before 
Congress. This Amendment would establish com- 
plete equality of rights for women as far as law 
can do so. It would carry to its final conclusion the 
movement for the emancipation of women begun by 
the adoption of the Equal Suffrage Amendment: 


“The Equal Rights Amendment was passed last 
week by an overwhelming vote by the United States 
Senate and has now gone to the House of Repre- 
sentatives. We are glad to be able to point out to 
the women of our country that no Republican voted 
against the Equal Rights Amendment on the floor 
of the Senate. We are glad to point out also that 
our Republican leaders—Senator Taft, Chairman 
of the Republican Policy Committee; Senator 
Wherry, Republican leader in the Senate; Senator 
Wiley, ranking Republican on the Judiciary Commit- 
tee which reported the Equal Rights Amendment on 
the Floor of the Senate, and Senator Margaret Chase 
Smith, the one woman in the Senate, all stood firmly 
back of the Equal Rights Amendment and against 
the crippling changes introduced in the course of the 
debate by our Democratic opponents. : 


“The Chief Sponsor of the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment in the House of Representatives is a Repub- 
lican—Congressman Katharine St. George. She is 
supported in her work for the passage of the Equal 
Rights Aemndment by all the other Republican 
women members of the House. 


“We, Republican committeewomen here assem- 
bled, once again affirm our support of the Equal 
Rights Amendment as introduced in the House of 
Representatives by Congressman St. George, and we 
wish to state our unalterable opposition to any crip- 
pling changes or substitutes such as those introduced 
in the Senate by Senator Kefauver of Tennessee and 
Senat Hayden of Arizona.” 


Sent, with a covering letter by Mrs. Sayre to mem- 
bers of the Senate and House, this document gives 
strong evidence of the feeling of Party women. 
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In Memory of General Flora Drummond 
BRITISH SUFFRAGE LEADER 


Founder of The Women’s Guild of Empire and Vice-President, 
British Federation of Business and Professional Women 
by GRACE ROE 


HE militant suffrage movement in Britain was 

started at a meeting in the Free Trade Hall, Man- 
chester, in October, 1905, with Sir Edward Grey as 
the principal speaker. Two young girls sat quietly 
through the meeting, at the close of which questions 
were invited. Several questions were asked by men 
and were courteously answered. Then Annie Kenney, 
representing 96,000 organized women textile workers, 
arose and asked: “If the Liberal Party is returned to 
power, will they take steps to give votes for women?” 
At the same time Christabel Pankhurst, later LL.B., 
eldest daughter of the late Dr. Richard Marsden Pank- 
hurst, who drafted the first Women’s Suffrage Bill 
introduced in the House of Commons in 1870 by Mr. 
Jacob Bright, held aloft a banner inscribed “Votes 
for Women” that everyone in the hall might under- 
stand the nature of the question, but no reply was 
received. Annie Kenney was forced rudely into her 
seat while a steward of the meeting pressed his hat 
over her face. A babble of shouts, cries and cat-calls 
sounded from all over the hall. 

As soon as order was restored Christabel stood up 
and repeated the question, “Will the Liberal Govern- 
ment, if returned, give votes to women?” Again Sir 
Edward Grey ignored the question, and again a per- 
fect tumult of shouts and angry cries arose. On the 
platform the Liberal leaders sat silent and unmoved. 
Flung violently into the street, the two girls—dishev- 
elled and blood-stained, staggered to their feet and 
began to address the crowds, and to tell them what had 
taken place in a Liberal meeting. Within five minutes 
they were arrested on a charge of obstruction and sub- 
sequently sentenced to pay a fine or go to jail. 

At this point pacific measures seemed unavailing. 
Both girls decided to go to jail rather than pay the fine 
as a protest against the treatment they had received. 
Thus was born the militant movement. 

The first person to greet Christabel Pankhurst, who 
had the longer sentence, when the prison gates opened, 
was Flora Drummond, a young Scots woman, who 
immediately became one of the most ardent workers in 
the new militant campaign. Indeed, it was not long 
before the press gave Flora Drummond the name 
“General” and reporters, police, Scotland Yard men, 
one and all, admired her courage. 

Lady Constance Lytton said of the General, “Mrs. 
Drummond made me feel faith in the woman’s move- 
ment, her type was most lovable, full of daring for 
the enemies of women, full of patience in working for 
them, full of the most noble kind of humanity in her 
reverence for them.” 

At the famous Hyde Park demonstration in June, 
1908, described as “the greatest meeting ever held 
there,” a quarter of a million people gathered in this 
vast demonstration, seven great processions marched 
into Hyde Park through seven different gates, and the 
colors purple, white and green were embodied for the 
first time. It was there that Flora Drummond became 
a spectacular figure in her General’s uniform, mounted 
on horseback. From that time no demonstration or pro- 
cession, in one of the most intensive constitutional cam- 
paigns ever waged for any social reform, was complete 
without her. | 

Arrested many times in the militant struggle, suf- 
fering imprisonment, hunger strikes and forcible feed- 
ing, she was like every suffragette—proud that the 


women’s militancy harmed no human life, save the 
lives of those women who fought the battle of freedom. 


In August, 1914, at the first alarm of war, Emme- 
line Pankhurst, founder of the Women’s Social and 
Political Union, declared a truce with the government 
and it was in this hour of world crisis that General 
Drummond played a unique part in helping to save the 
British home front. Her energy seemed inexhaustible 
as she traveled all over Britain, addressing hundreds 
of workers daily, on Tyneside, the Clyde and in the 
Welsh coal fields, allaying strikes. No one individual 
played a bigger part in helping to arouse public opinion 
to unite for Victory. Again, in 1915, the General was 
part of the deputation led by Mrs. Pankhurst that 
waited on Mr. Lloyd George, at that time Minister of 
Munitions, when women in the thousands, women of 
title and factory girls, marched through London on 
July 17th, demanding the right to serve their country. 


In 1918, when at long last the Suffrage doors were 
opened to British women the General lost no time, and 
immediately formed a non-party organization for the 
education of women for the vote. Branches of the 


Guild were organized throughout the country. Her 


platform has done a great deal in advocating Equal 
Rights for women, and also in cementing Anglo-Ameri- 
can friendship. 

When World War II broke out, due to the untiring 
work in World War I of such women as General Flora 
Drummond, all doors opened to women. 

The General died at the age of 70 years—active till 
almost the last day of her life. , 

She had the qualities of Generalship, not only in her 
organizing ability, but in her fluent oratory and her 
capacity to reach the hearts of the people. Not only 
to women, but to the race she leaves a record of service. 


gn Memoriam 


KATHERINE WARD FISHER, member of the National 
Woman’s Party since its beginning, teacher, social 
worker and later employee of the U.S. War Risk Bu- 


reau, died January 1, 1950 in Massachusetts. Her 


articles and particularly her poems were an inspiration 
in suffrage days. Arrested September 13, 1917 for 
picketing the White House, she was sentenced to 30 
days in Occoquan, where, while she served her sentence, 
she produced more poems. She was a devoted worker 
for equal rights for men and women, and her unflagging 
interest continued throughout her life. 


Mrs. THOMAS BOYD WHEELER, former Chairman of 
the Albany County Branch of the National Woman’s 
Party, died recently in Albany, after a short illness. 
Mrs. Wheeler was chairman of the board of directors 
of W. M. Whitney & Co., and active in many civic 
organizations in Albany. A dynamic, intelligent per- 
son, devoted to the cause of equality, she will be greatly 
missed by the National Woman’s Party and by a host 
of other friends and fellow workers. 


KATHERINE DEVEREUX BLAKE, 91, and ALICE STONE 
BLACKWELL, 92, pioneer suffragists, died recently. 
Brief tributes to them will appear in our May-June 
issue. 
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News From the States 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA—A benefit party was 
held on January 12 at Alva Belmont House. Bridge, 
canasta and other games were played and simple re- 
freshments, contributed by the members, were served. 
Anita Pollitzer, Honorary National Chairman, spoke 
informally, and eloquently at the close of the evening, 
with the result that the Branch now has several new 
members, as well as a substantial addition to its 
treasury. Acting chairman of the Branch, Cornelia 
Carter, was in charge of the affair. 


In March, a panel discussion was followed by a brief 
business meeting on the status of women in the United 
States and other countries where members of the panel 
have lived in recent years. Miss Eva Kulka spoke on 
Czechoslovakia, Miss Carrie Lou Allen on Austria and 
Mrs. Alice Slogane on Australia. The Branch pledged 
itself to raise $150.00 for assisting in the maintenance 
of Alva Belmont House. 


MARYLAND—Maryland State Branch of the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party honored the 130th anniversary 
of the birth of Susan B. Anthony with a dinner held at 
the Stafford Hotel in Baltimore on February 13. High- 
light of the evening was a series of five tableaux pre- 
sented by Mrs. Virginia Starr Freedom, member of the 
National Council. Titled “Five Great Women In His- 
tory,” the scenes featured Hatshepsut and Cleopatra 
of Egypt, St. Catherine, Clotilda, and Grand-Duchess 
Olga of Kiev. Mrs. Betty Gram Swing, National Vice 
President and guest speaker of the evening, spoke of 
the highlights of the present Congressional campaign. 
Miss Rose Zetzer, Baltimore attorney, offered a mov- 
ing tribute to Miss Anthony. Mrs. Ethel B. McKinney, 
chairman, presided, with Miss Helen V. Cann as toast- 
mistress. Mrs. M. Alice Canoles, former Democratic 
National Committeewoman from Maryland, offered the 
invocation. The dinner, an annual occasion of the 
Maryland State Branch, was well attended by members 
and distinguished guests. 


MICHIGAN — Intensive organizing in Michigan’s 
seventeen congressional districts has been undertaken 
by Mrs. A. L. Brooks of Pontiac. Groups of ten or 
more will be called “Councils.” 


F. W. BOLGIANO & CO., INC. 


Fertilizers and Garden Supplies — Power and Hand 


Lawn Mowers 
411 New York Avenve N. E. 607 E Street N. W. 
NAtienal 0091 


FRanklin 4800 


OLD DOMINION CLEANERS 


Specialists 
IN Dry Cleaning and SHIRTS Laundry 
4036 N. LEE HIGHWAY, ARLINGTON, VA. 


STATIONERS - Office Supplies 
813 - 13th Street N.W. 2912 Fourteenth Street N.W. 
MEtropolitan 0252, Washington, D. C. 


CONTRACTOR 9 BUILDER 


TEUNIS F. COLLIER 


1109 - 30th Street N.W. 2 
WASHINGTON, D. c. 


E. M. BRYAN COMPANY 
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CONGRATULATIONS NATIONAL WOMAN’S PARTY 
SENATE MARKET: 148 C Street, N. E. 
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NEW YORK CITY COMMITTEE— The second of 
a series of teas was held on February 28 at the home 
of Mrs. Robert C. Wilkin, New York City Committee 
Chairman. 

The first tea in mid-December was attended by 
twenty-five Representatives of local organizations 
which sponsor passage of the E.R.A. They were ap- 
pointed by their groups to serve on a liaison committee 
with the N. Y. C. Committee for continuous action on 
securing support and passage of the Amendment in 
this Congress. Resolutions went from the meeting 
to all Representatives in Congress from New York. 
This action was followed by further work in the respec- 
tive groups. Members of the N. Y. C. executive board 
assisted Mrs. Wilkin at this first meeting in her ca- 
pacity as Chairman. 

Nina Brodrick Price, Vice Chairman, opened the 
meeting with a short resume of the progress of the 
Amendment through the years, a tribute to the leaders 
whose untiring efforts have brought the Amendment to 
its present unchallenged importance and invited those 
present to give serious thought to the full legal status 
of women as a cause of immediate importance. 

Anita Pollitzer, who had just returned from Wash- 
ington, discussed the present status of the Amendment 
and gave a full account of the Congressional picture 
and its needs. 

Mrs. Wilkin appealed for members and workers. 
As a result new memberships were taken. Mrs. Iris 
Rogers, well remembered for her work in Paris, and 
Mary Leader, a young professional of stage, radio and 
television, went to National Headquarters to give three 
days of intensive work for the Amendment. 


PENNSYLVANIA—On January 10 a Branch of the 
National Woman’s Party was organized in Pittsburgh 
under the sponsorship of the Business and Professional 
Women’s Club. Adda Lutz Ferguson, Pennsylvania 
State Chairman of the National Woman’s Party, spoke 
on Equal Rights for Women—Now Is The Time. Offi- 
cers of the new Branch are: Ruth M. Frosht, Esq., 
Chairman; Mrs. Mary Clarke Myers, Vice Chairman. 
Among the members are Judge Sara M. Soffel of the 
Court of Common Pleas, and Judge Lois McBride of 
County Court. The meeting was attended by the State 
Chairman of B.P.W., and by the presidents of clubs 
in nearby Butler and Ambridge. 
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ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 
REAL ESTATE 
JOANNA M. BARRY 
ALL THREE ARE SYNONYMOUS 


THOMPSON'S DAIRY 


Quality Dairy Products 
DE 1400 


Bo 
W. H. HESSICK AND SON, INC. 


COAL @ FUEL OIL 


14th Street & Maine Avenue S. W. 
WASHINGTON 4, D. C. 


he 
III. 
le- 
d 
nt 
Al 
he 
Me 
1s 
he 9 
al 
on 
AS 
at | 
of | 
of | 
on 
y. 
re 
d 
e 
al 
1— 
g 
a 1 
er 
or 
ly | 
e. i 
al 4 
al 
4 
n 
yr 
0 
8 
— 
8 
8 
2 
y 
t § | 
— 


* 


> 


.. See the new navy, the bright checks, the good grey flannels... the new 
silks and cottons... Note how our little First Floor Shops are blooming 


with our gay Georgetown yellows... with white... with brilliant touches 
of accessory colour... And don’t forget the flattering women’s collections 
on our third floor, where colour, design and fabric are merged for the most 
becoming costumes in sizes 18 to 44, as well as in misses’ sizes. So whether 
you are searching for a suit, a dress, a coat... or an entire wardrobe, you'll 
find that shopping is an exciting adventure, both in our F Street and Spring 
Valley Stores. 


Julius Garfinckel & Co. 


F Street at Fourteenth 


Spring Valley Store, Massachusetts Avenue at 49th 
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